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Increasingly, 
the 

understanding, 
skills, and 
“habits of 

mind” essential 
to making both 
a living and a 
life are often 
profoundly 

learned in and 
through study 

of the arts. 
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The arts teach 
students how 
the parts of a 

work fit 
together, how 

to create works 
of art using 
disparate 

materials and 
ideas, and how 

to judge the 
quality of a 

finished 
product. 
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Former 
Secretary of 
Education 

Richard Riley 
said, “In this 

age of 
information 

and when our 
economy is 
increasingly 

built on ideas, it 
is a serious 
mistake to 

shortchange 
our children’s 
instruction in 

the arts.” 
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The arts are 
basic to 

individual 
development 

since they 
more than any 
other subject 

awaken all our 
senses – the 

learning 
pores.” 

 
- Coming to our 

Senses report 
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A more 
comprehensive 

approach – 
one that also 

embraced the 
history of the 

arts, the 
development 

of critical 
judgments, 

and familiarity 
with principles 
of aesthetics – 
was desired for 

the arts as a 
core subject. 
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The public arts 

agencies 
needed to be 

catalysts, 
conveners, and 
collaborators. 
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Validation of 
the arts as core 

subjects in 
federal law, 
informed by 

national 
standards and 

a coming 
national 

assessment, 
would have to 

be met by 
policy 

enactments 
and resource 
commitments 
at the state 
and local 

levels. 
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The Contemporary Perspective – Where are We Today? 
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Enthusiasm for 
the figures of 
music and art 
offerings have 

to be 
tempered by 

the 
percentages of 

schools, 
particularly 
elementary 
schools, with 

full-time 
specialists.� 
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For every 

school district 
horror story I 

hear that 
blames test 

preparation for 
cut backs in or 
the elimination 

of arts 
instruction, I 

hear an 
offsetting story 

of the arts 
holding their 
own or even 

moving ahead. 
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There is a solid 

body of 
research 

pointing to the 
benefits of 

including the 
arts in the 

curriculum, 
both for their 
intrinsic and 
instrumental 

values. 
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Include 

discussion of 
arts education 
standards and 
local curricular 
expectations at 
back-to-school 
nights as well 
as including 

the arts in 
parent-teacher 
conferences, 
especially in 
elementary 

school. 
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The National 
Overture is 
providing 

diverse 
offerings of 

workshops and 
roundtables to 
help teachers 

understand arts 
integration – 

the blending of 
memory, 

reason, and 
imagination 
that Thomas 

Jefferson 
conceived of 
as a complete 

education. 
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For more information about the Institute for Education and the Arts and its New Mexico National 

Overture for Education and the Arts, please visit www.edartsinstitute.org. 

 
Dr. Boyer often 
reflected that 
we need the 

arts as basic for 
our children “if 

we are to 
survive with 

civility and joy.” 


